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ui laid to be In moat excellent

trill be presented at opera

liO for tho first time here Tho
reported to be very funny and has

popularly receded at other points ln

feat

Black Sheep Is billed for Thursday
only December 17 and will un

Mily prove as great a drawing card
Milk White rlag a few weeks

la tie Dlack Sheep the prollOa

puar plajw right ha retained bis

H for odd titles and this latest
U funnier than any of Its predecos

flu piece la a farco comedy pure
itiaple Mr Hoyt docs not claim the
no a plot for his skit but asierti-

t ili his entire purposo by provld
i source of enjoyment to theater
i It piece Is ln three acenes and
lorn a panorima of rollicking fun
Hart li not ery elaborate or strong
tilalta of the author being to Intro

I number of character sketches and
date episodes which all theatcrgoeis
in aware of Hoyts ability can Im

ue tilth a pen that Is caustic and
A Black Sheep has many amus

LtslUona which aro the natural out
id a series of Incidents cunnlngU
Sinttby the author to excite the rial-
at at the audience Music ha been
xnaty employed ln the construction of-

il a and many startling features are
e4 Otis Harlan Is the bright partlc

tiir the principal character Hot
hiring been written especially for

Ea li surrounded by the same cast
4 Minted this piece for one hundred
ttrnlMs at Hoyts theater last sei

Jill a season of remarkable actlvltj
isuilcal and theatrical field In New
ajri a correspondent In music the
sails la now enjojlng the combined
I French and German grand opera

It concerts and recitals of the oratorio
lyspbony otlatlea the Mendelssohn
dub lluberman tho violinist and

ttoj tbs pianist In the drama the
a crowded with things of Interest ao4

inn Eeerbohm Tree the noted Eng
irtor Is presenting Gilbert Parktrn
Til Scats of the Mighty which Is

tnnqw and full of Incident but not
WI from the critical point of view

taji Mr Trees acting Is 6uperb Wll
RCrane has scored tho biggest bit

Uiiae ln jeais In Martha Mortons
lay A Tool of Fortuuc which

sieiiobea worthy euccessor of Hon
Rlctunl Manellold la giving a series

favorite Impersonations with a prom ¬

pt new plajs Ada llekan Is charm
Wr admirers In a revival of London

although the rest of tne cast
tot rearh tho excollence attained by
aaoui Wallack presentation of this
TJ years ago Arthur Iiourchler and
violet Vanbrugh havo come from
tie water with tho London niece

Cblll Widow John Drew has Just
ft 100th performance of noc-

Maurlce IHrrjmorc has met with
statu own meltxlrama Iloarlug Dick

but la c Sj soon to givo plate to
l James OWcll is appearing in

J t Crlsto Tho Ljceum company Is-

fTbt Court hlp of Lconlo with MI f-

SJl as the new leading lady My
Flora India Is continuing Its popu-

J Altogether the period la piolllle
fwtUngs In tho musical and tueatrl

d the visitors to tho metropolis
1 wa > are the best patrons of-

Hrk> thcitor fall tocan hardly
inusement wherever they go

rauQ Scabrooko walked hastily Into

tr rJff V Fropoed to mo onceAnd why d 1 he break the ensneement

PEOPLE
a little German beer saloon In Fortysecou 1Mrcot near llioadwa New York a tw

1 u boV Uch In a minute

iimn iial d0 tbl mcau he Inquired ot-

Ii r ho lhri ° cocktails
ili l ° y 50 ancU drrl Martini d lho saloonkeeperu a r0 k0 Ha8 Ulcria for a momentthin ho remarked Oh jes 1 see drelholding up three fingers

Tbo saloonkeeper replied Ya ja Gea-

th
Urlk °Ul bUl be lald 0 lho-

Eugonlo Ulalr will be ln Washington
ChrlsUnas wcek appearing at the Academy
of Music In Mrs Woods luaullful plaj ol

East lynne assisted by Ednln Terry
and her o n companj Tho members ot
Miss Hlalrs company hate been carefully
selected by her husband Itobert Downing
under whoso direction they hate been re-
htarsul and trained

H s a tribute to Miss Ulalrs common-
sense aid dramatic instinct that she choseto bo scon ns Iidy lvibel and Mine Vine
Since she 1ms decided to ofler herself at a
sUi she his read doiens ot manusctlpti-
mtiiy of which wero in etery way wouli-
ot her abilities but sbo has nl > B been
ambitious to let her Washington friends
Judgo her ln her fatorlto character of Lady
Itabcl That Is the reason Eugenie Illalrputs up East L nno ot all her other char
octerlsations for her engagement at tho
Washington academy the week of Decem ¬

ber 51-

Jos Hart A Gay Old Boy who wiltes-
nost of his own songs saja Socio people
have an Idea that the writing of popular
songs Is a comparatively easy matter They
seem to draw their conclusions from the
fact that the distinguishing characteristic
of tho songa ot exceptional popularity Is
their simplicity not ou > of words aud-
Iditt but also tho treatment In music I
doubt not that eterjono of the authors who
bae written songs that hate made big
hits wiltc hundii da ot compositions that
aro never brant of It Is the ery quality
of simplicity that is the most difficult tn
obtain It Is very largely tho matter of
writing the right song at the right tlms
the happy combination of thought words
and music that appeaJs to the passing
mood and fancy of the public

Otto Skinners engagement ln Indianapo-
lis week before last was the biggest In
point of receipts that has plajed ln that
city this season Almost tbo entlro seating
capacity of thn Grand opera house was
sold ln adtanco of his opening performance
He appeared in a repertoire consisting of-

Tho Lady of Lyons A Soldier of for-
tune llomeo and Juliet and Itlchard-
HI Not only were his liulMduil efforts
highly lauded but tho completeness of lha
settings for each one of the plajs and the
excellence of his company recelted un-
stinted

¬

praise Miss Maude nurblns Juliet
was declared to be one of the sweetest and
most Intelligent Interpretations ot tho
character ecr git en by an American act-
ress Mr Skinner waa In Dotroit last weee

Pretty May Halnss who Impersonates
Drsslo Horton so Ingenuously ln A Tlor
Ida Enchantment was tailed upon to as-

sume
¬

Marie Jansens role at short notice
recently at Hoyts theater New York on
account of the latters Illness Miss Haines
got along swimmingly ln regard to costume
until the last act where the character dons
male attire Not hating a suit of her owp
she was In a sore dilemma and sent for
Manager James E Moore her husband t
was found that Miss Jansens trousers were
entirely too short and her vest too large
A messenger boy was dispatched for Mlti
Haines > oung brothers dress vest Mr
Moore contributed his own trousers turn-
ed up at the bottom and these with Miss
Jinsens Tuxedo coat completed Lawrence
Talbots costume for that et cuing

II Deerbohm free has a cane which ht
values very highly It Is Ivory with a gold
top and was once tho property of the Duke
of York Seeing it exposed for sale In tht
window of a London pawnbroker Tree tn-

quired II price and found It was some-

what

¬

more than ho eared to pay Later In

the evening while at the Garrick club he-

spoko about the cane and remarked how
ho coteted It Tho next day the walking
stick wis delivered at hla house with a noe-
apparentl from the storekeeper begging
him to accept the gift as a present from
nn admirer Treo wroto tho supposed donor
thanking him and recelted a reply from
tho pawnbroker stating that he was not
the giver Inquiries were then made and
after a llttlo detectit work Treo dlscov
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ered thatihe cane was sent by J L Toolethe comedian who had ovcrh ard hi remarks at the tlub-

It Is not often that a star Is accused ot
Hiving too much entertainment for one
price of admission Tint Murrhy however

Jo> s this unique distinction ot otergen-
oroslty to tho public He presented his
double progammo ot Old Innocence and

Sir Hour > pnottrcd at the Lehnd opera houte Albany tl e ther wok the menologue closing the entertainment Phe Al
l an > Aimis nt the rime ot a ver > compli ¬

mentary notice stld Text btd the curtain
nol M1 > lown atr tho l11 rt of he

Pl 5 The balance ot the outeilalimientwas like at nthci turkrt for dinner todsvarter 5ou hid a huge one > eetoiii > Too
niueh for > our monev-

Octavu Cohen tho dramatic editor of-

tho Amorlcxn 1rcss association has a owl
word to sa > for t much abused individual

The press ngent writes Mr Oohen has
bis Icglilmato use Many of tbo mnafiera-
of theatrical cnirpanLs either Into not thoability rr the timo to write ho matter
whlth should proterl be published about
heii attractions Then bisldes there Is a

knaek nt putting these tin in In the moilenlldrg form which most of them do not
imssess It was the realization if this
which brought the press agent Into exst-
euee Graduate the Importance of this adjunit to the thealir irc unlll he enmci to
be rcgiided a uno of the Indispensable a-

Iltnrj Miller ivows that the prolu tlon-
of a new drama these ehjs Is no light un-
dertaking ou Into to face the tribunal
of certain Independent spirits who unmako
old Ideals and create new slan I irds I a
stroke of the pen declare Mr Miller

and who amuse their lnli rvals of lei inn
bs tracing tho philosophy eif Impresslonlsui
to the ereentrlcllles of digestion I am In
tutor of a broad space of dramatic enter-
prise

¬

bill tho craving for tho ph > lenlly
I orriblo on tho plea that It enlarges tho do-
main of art In the study of liuuitn suffer ¬

ing seems to mo not unlikely to stimulate
a morbid appetite for horrors on tho stage
which very few people would be i arllct ar

> anxious to defend

Mmc Modjeska It has often been ru ¬

mored has assisted Iadercwskl ln his
oarly and struggling days but the cele-
brated

¬

actress husband Count nojenta
has put the matter right The truth of-

tho story he says Is that we in common
with half a dozen others did persuade lad
erewskl to givo up his professorship at tho
Conservatoire and go tn study under Les-
chetisky but that Is all As for pecuniary
aid It Is true that Mine Modjeska gavo a-

reltatlon with that end In view but tLoro-
weru other helpers although Madimo whs-
probablj tho flrrt to prophesy villi gieat
Insistence the famous future that la > bo
fore the oung lole

Joseph Jefferson had a rather novel ex ¬

perience recently at tho close of an address
which ho delivered beforo the students and
Instructors of tho Ualtlmoro Mcdleal col
lego As he entered his carriage on leaving
the building tho enthusiastic students pull-
ed

¬

tho coachman from hie box unharnessed
the horBes and proceeded to draw the vet
eian actor In statelj procession lo his hotel
They did not go by the shortest route but
after circling the Washington monument
finally landed tho object of their admiration
nt his detlnvtiou Mr Jefferson tubmllted-
lo the demopslration of affection with smil-
ing composure but aftor reaching his lexim-
ndralllcd that he had taken rldei In his life
considerably more enJeiablo than this one

Philadelphia Ledger Poor Campanlnl
How tho news of hU death carried one back
to tho da > s when his voice used to ring
out In the Academy of Muslo ln all Its ex
qulslto clearness and vibrancy What an
organ It was then and how superbly did ho-

use It Later camo the tlmo when the once
faultless tones grew husky and his singing
was marred by a veiled effect that seemed
actually pathetic to tboso who had heard
him at bis best Campanlnl struggled on
nobly and finally it was announced that
an operation had been performed on his
throat with the most gratifying results
These resuItB however proved an > thlng
but successful and tho Italians once de ¬

lightful tenor never lecovercd Its purity

Maud Adams starring tour tinder the
mamgemont of Charles Trohman will begin
about tho middle of September 1897 nnl
she will appear ln Now York about tbl
middle of October either at the Empire or
the Oarrlck theater She will open In a-

new play which Is yet to be written but
Mr Krohman proposes beforo tho season
ends having her appear ln a Shakespearian
chararler J M llarrle who saw her In
New York declared that bo was th best
actress on tho American stage and express-
ed a desire to write a play for her to be
presented both In this country and Eng-
land

¬

Major McKlnley takes n great personal
Interest In the people of the stage Among
his recent visitors have been Thomas W

Keene and Charles II Hanford bis mali-
nger

¬

Sol Smith Itussell and Dlgby Hell all
of whom placed engagements In Canton
Ohio and called to extend tbelr congratu-
lations

¬

to the presidentelect During Mr-

Keenos visit Mr McKlnley spoke In tho
highest terms of the actors tailing and
extended to the tragedian a most cordial In-

vitation
¬

to call upon hlra In Washington

Jessie Bartlett Davis started out In nor
stage career determined to appear ln noth-

Ing but grand opera but sho has gradually

become conterted Her favorite role la

Teresa In In Mexico It Is n very try-
ing

¬

part but the character la full of moods
so Intense and dramatlo that she ha fair-
ly fallen In lovo with It One might think
It savored a llttlo of Carmen or Santiiz-
aas Miss Davis but It Is even more llexl

bio than theso parts Then again I love
it because I am so tired of silken hoso and
doubtlcts

After thla season Fanny Davenport will
say farewell to the Sardou plays Uer next
season will bo devoted to arr American

drama which vvan written specially for her

She states that It Is In every way equal to
anything Sardou cter wrote and she will
givo It a elaborato a production as she dU-

Olsmonda Not even thu hame of tho
author Is known by Miss Davenports meat
Intimate frlendi She guards her secret
most Jealously

r iivriiit i uossii-
Dr A Conan Dojle has written a new

comedy The Drothtra Dawson
W S Gilbert has completed a new play

In the style of his earlier works
Maslne Elliott wa granted a divorce

from her husband George A McDermott
at San Francisco

Wilton Lsekave will produce Captain
Deb by Itobert Drouet In Sin Francisco
early lu December

If all the worlds a stsge observes J-

E Dodsoi then all tho numerous doctors
aro merely uihcrs both ways

Margarit Mather has leased Wallacka
theater ln New York for two weeks In
January and Is to appear lu a revival of

ofCymbcll-
ne Carillon a now fairy operetta

words by Ernest Dlum tnd Paul Farrier

Jvcaj 1

music bj Gaston Serpette bas iuctefd d-

nt the lari3 Varletes-
llenr > V Esmond tho joung actor who

wroto The Cotiitshlp of leonle was the
Little lllllio In Ilefrbohm Trees produc-
tion

¬

of Trilby In London
The engagement Is unnounced ot Gerald

Du Maimer son of the lio Goorga lu-
Maurhr and Margmrlec Sjhn lloth ait
members of II llecrbhtu Tree cenpanj

The Iloslonlans are tehearslig a new
opera li > lelor Herbert and llarr It-

Multh enlled Th Queen of the llui-
ciinvirs It will be rrodticcd In Washing
Idii tie t mouth

Ihomas Q Seabrooke begin his new
snriiiiK trnson Pi The Speculator under
thee munigemrnt of Human It llnrrloj-
ut the Turnout theater Uovon Decem-
ber

¬

U-

James ONeill was prctented with a hand
iniio lloral horseshoe on the oeeaalon ot hU
return to New York It waa a personal tes-
timonial

¬

fiom n number ot his old fileuds
who woio Mid to welcome him back to tbo
uetrnpeills-

Tho song Comprenes Venis sung by
Merit Ottboiuo ln Jack aud thu Umnstalk-
at the New ork Casino was tomposeel by
X Jennings ot the New York Etenltg-

orld
Pauline Hall was the first woman In-

Amerlta to ride a bicycle During hei Il-
ejelo trip through llreat llrltaln and Fratuo-
Ukt summer she frequeuti lode n hundred
miles a day

It eoats flOO a week to furnlib the npples
Ice cream takes end sandwiches to tho
urchins who appear In the festival scene of-

Itoarlng Dick A Co It is one nf tho
liest enllveuilng stage plenum that his
ever beeui seen on tho New lork stace-

A humau hkull as largo as a bushel
la ket Is reported as having been found
In Sicily It s almost certain remaiks
Wright Huntington tho light comedian ot-

Mr Ilghtfoot tint It brlont l to a-

very good leading rnvn of a theatrletl rom
pan who wns Jealous of the loading lady
and vvnilled lo be the star or the troupe

Mine Modjeska will plaj but live weeks
this eason and will bo under tho manage-
ment ot Al Haymiu and Charles Froh
man Three of theso weeks will be epent
nt tho llaldwln theater In Sou Francisco
and tho other two in C illloriili cilles Her
season will begin about January 21 and
at lu conclusion sho will retire to hoi
ranch

sajiiios > nw Yiin smmov-
On N w Yrevha day reedbo straightway

lo mtittitiz > o Ills
Wdv ajili iry eoiittnon imnao reduce > o-

dociui BbcUl-

sSweah off from clogging greediness wlv
gluttony nn such

Fo ono who Iort hastslt to def ten die
who eat too much

Don nt enpah 11 ko a mooley cow on ruin
d rty brink

ICev vwiy 1nek fom do precplo < respec
full an think

ItcKt > H ijjtt jo will not Hale up In wild
extreme a ol dree

Take mlddln groun otwcen4i ton an nono-
at nil oi lues-

Doant sook yo clay too lahlshl wlv red
e > e iliiorrmn-Dejll avvttclt yo eff down rrrcto right
trulclc to vviiu no goj1 folics conir-

Doant cberda y wuks an wnya fom cy-
ctiiK to a walk

An neban weah jo wisdom thin by eber-
If utile Hi Ik-

Donmt b a sotnJalmongah itiexin a caw
3n cnrrloii erow-

InvoTltn otlorous abuse In word bombs
packeil wlv wee

Doant lm a nnrrovv gauge falee snlnt wlv-
no thought but ob creeds

Let out dn tueka Fewcd In jo soul ex-
l > indn > o good deed

He faithful to yo chosen cliuch but ertien
out jo glance

See rioblj motives eberjwho an gib all
soulh a chance

Dlsput so politico njv polrrt < wlv tempah
all serene

An ruvbali ln feilr ahgumeiit explode n
nuke a scene

In shot roiolbe to gib yo 3 il a bxlincft-
wlieolfln guide

An iielKih kt it run slamlxing wlv throt-
tlovnlvc too wide

Ilevollo to bn symmetrlcwl upon de broad
gauge pan

WhJeh wlv uncommon common aenie-
lounds out do noble man

He hoiey upright true to

bU under

quahtoeid-
rglrt gool Ihlngie nollnod

Instead ob a lopeUlod soul by

DonnH covet watermJyun1 hens or llp-
In thlHvlsli ways

Yo ehlckons muiy come homo to roos ln-
molnn colic dajo-

Doant plb yo pennos to d chueh yo-
dolwih playbi craps

Or make jo slrw all wide awake yo-

lldon ob rat nnpm-

An when > o sweah off on New Yeah
Hltclt bntvely to > o word

Instead ob ftonpln llko a flea or playln-
nwckin bird

Bo honew In yo life m lub no hones gal
deyf e-

A flirt am like a cownrd wlv a daggali up
ids pie if-

No grucnbltih growlah chroinfo crank or
Insert viv a srtlng

Hut wlv de unoiyiie it yo noul icah high
nn Itippy wing

Bo shall vo tralx1 h ab nwahd by da bent
an hrlghlcit way

An lJli so plcdgei to renew on many a-

New Yeahs y-

D quatot now w HI fling de hymn We
knows wluvr wo am at-

Whllo Deeekln lluneito lexk do doicho sun
pa sev roun de tiat

I Edgar Jonea-

MY SWEETHDAIIT-

To roe thore la no other girl
Half so dear as sho

Who alwajs comes at eventide
And sits upon my knee

Theres laughter tn her sparkling eyes
Theres sunshlno In her hair

Of oil the maidens thtt 1 know
Not one Is half so fair

Wllhoit her life would be to ma
Not half so sweet as now

And to her will whatocr It be
Submissively 1 bow

Wbenoer shemil my heart leaps up-

Ard throbs with fierce delight
Her tears for me wheneer they flow

Turn divllMc Into night
I ve Intel her now for seven years

Slneo first 1 aiv her face
And to this maid each iar has brought

A new and rhtrnlng grace
Whst wonder then at I rejoice

Wheneer thlr girl dniws near
And whispers as she kl3sea me-

II love > ou pspn dail
Trenton Stite Gaiotte

ijuiiiiAirLY

He I earn going to kin you when I co-
6he L avo the house eat ones Judge

V V Wfe
SUP J STlTfO >fS f

They Are Mauy
nnd as Oelt u-

V They re Ifum-
A orous

JBaitt Men and A
hollo K-

A reiy MhUir V
lienmtlmes <t

Sunday Hepubllc-
EverjbeHlj Is superstitious Of course

everjbodv wont admit Ibis assertion to bo
true tor It Is decidedly broad aud sweep-
ing

¬

Uut It Is true nevertheless Not that
everjbody believes In gliosis or occult spir-
its

¬

or lu dreams for everybody doesnt but
cvorjbodv his some pot superstition from
the picking up of a pin to secure good tuck
all day lo the piymcut of good huueot dol-

lars to some charlatan ot a fortune teller
to ascertain what la In store la the black
and unfathomable future Some will admit
the > aro superstitious openly and with
pride some with it shameful blush and
some will vigorously denj tt as Peter did
his loi d-

Tho play oclora and actresses arc for
some reason nearly all openly superstitious
Nearly all of them havo what they term
their luckj and unluckj dajs eertaln
gems are tabooed b > some as harbingers of
evil while others Insure success to do cer-
tain things presages olamlty to soino and
tn others these ratuo things foretell great
good These entertainers nf thee publle bo
they famous or obscure povertjstricken or
prosperous ealuusly stand up fur their
favorite evmeiis and follow their dictations
regardless nf rldleule

Dead mens bones aud coffins hive ni
ominous iittraellon for Sarah lleruhardt-
Orewaomo In somo peeiple they are to bo
sure but to tho Dlvlno Sarah thoy aro

lucky She Invariably carries a human
skull In her trunk and usually U Is that if-
somo notorious criminal who has como to-
a violent end To start out on a seasons
tour without a grinning ghastly skull
would mean seasons plaj Ing to empty
benches

Kilen Terrj like thousands of persons
less known to fame wont wear opals and
sho would sooner miss on engignment limn
iroa a street lu front of a funcial pro-
cession A goevl story Is Intel of her which
Is said to have happened while nno wat
last plaj ing lu Chicago She had be on out
for a tonstltutlcial drive ami was
hastening back lo bo at the theater lu-

tlmo for a inallneo She had tome down
tho lake shore drive and had turned weal
toward Doarboru avenue and waa about
to cross Slate street when she spied n fu-

neral
¬

touting almost a block n v Slop
etop stop she screamed to tho driver to
that Individuals great atonlfhmuit and to-
tho amatoment of a few pedestrians Hlio
accomplished her purposo with u veu-
gjancc

>

for the dilver pulled up with n-

suddennca that almost threiw the actress
and her companion from tho eairlagc teat

Wbata tho matter he ssked-
Do jou want to ruin mo for tho bal-

ance of this season waa hrr tremulous
reply Dont > ou see thoro Is a funeral
coming down tho idreet and jou were go-

ing
¬

to cross over In fiont of It-

lllchnrd Mansfield hits t liurrnr ot rioas-
ejed people and will not allow n man so-

atflleled lo bo about lho stage when bo Is-

plaj ing And If ho sees ono In tho audi
enco It nlwajs disconcert htm-

Uoland lleed wont travel on a train If he
knows there Is a corpse on board and he-
Is n great believer In the virtue u hunch
btek is supposed lo runtiiln If he sees
a beggar with a humped baelc ho will In-

varlably lve tiliu a coin for the privilege of
touching the hump with his right forehi-
rer

¬

It means to htm full houses for the
fortnight following

Elesnira Duse has n superstition ot which
she became possessed ln Italy She wont
travel without a lucky bono It Is the
second Joint of lha middle finger of th left
hand of u negro To her tho luckybonn
Insures big box offleo receipts It Is said
sho lost her favorite fetich Just before he
came to Chicago a seajeon or two ago and
lo that Incident more than anthing else
did sho attrlbuto her poor houses while
there

David Warfleld believes that to put his
left foot first to the floor on getting out
of bed means good luck and be Invariably
puts on his right shoe first

To Jennlo Yeaman hangnans Friday
and 13 aro omens of good fortune She
attribute her belief lo the fact that nh-

wus born on Frldty ond ha IS letter rn
her name She nnver signs n contract ex-

cepting
¬

on a Friday She also uses a por-

tion of an old black silk stocking for a
powder rag because It brings good luck
and she wont wear an opal though It Is
her birth stone

Sir Henry Irving has a great dislike for
white eats If one of theso mewing beasts
crosses his path as ho opprocbis the stage
door of any theater at which ho muy be-

plajlng It Is aid he will kiss Ihe bark nf
his left hand nnd cross hla heart to dispel
the evil charm

Tho only superstition If niirh It may be
railed nt which Isadore Hush Is possessed
Is that nf kneeling nt the fool of her bed
every night for prayer I have done It
ever slnro I was ablo lo lisp Now I lay
me sho said I learned It from my
mother and would be afraid to go to Meop

unless I did I know thst prosperity would
have me were I to give up my nightly
prayer

Clay Clement believes that tho numbr
13 Is to him one of good fortune He pro-

fits
¬

a room of that number nt a hotal and
If Borne despondent wretch of humanity has
committed suicide In tho room he prlcm M-

so m ch the more On the otwr hand Nat
Goodwin has an inborn fear ot these so

called omens To him they prcsoge disaster
and ruin

Mrs Annlev Yeanvans whose kindly
motherly face has ben beforo the foot-

lights
¬

for over halt a century and who I

still the prldo of New York theaterioers
and of ll whole country for that matter
will not walk under a Udder and always
make It a point to oe tho new moon over

htr right shoulder Another pet belief of

her la never to say goodby when leaving

JesX Ilartlett Davis wont play on the
anniversary of her husbands birth She

also adheres to the ancient belief In tho
three blue Mondays and does not em-

bark

¬

upon any undertaking or Journey on

any of them Tbey are the first Monday In

April which day Cain was born and hi

brother Alxd slain tho first Monday of

August lho which day Sodom and po-
rnorrow wero confounded and tho last
Monday of December the which day Ju-

das

¬

Iscarlot va born
Olga Nclhcrsole consider It a sign of

good fortuno to havo a spider pln its web
in her bed chamber and she wilt not rnanl
euro ber finger nails on Sunday a to do so

would Insure an unprofitable week Neither
will she sing before breakfast as that la a

algn she will cry beforo nightsure
Ada Itehan delight to hear a cricket

chirping In her room aa It foreshadowa
some good fortune within a few dys-

Ktuarr Itobson like most mortal be-

lieve

¬

that It I a sign of good ck tl find
money but he contldera a pleco of found
money bad luck If kept and bo spends It
at the earliest ppportunlty-

Tho oen favored bv Hoi Smith Itussell-
Is that of hearing a dog howl beneath hli
window To him It portend evil He
also dislike to look Into a cr cke4 mirror
Henry E Dlxey la also partial U> Ihl u-

peratlllon Another of hi favorite omen
la that It I bad luck to tell ones dream
before brakfaat-

It U laid ot Julia Marlowe that he will

invariably throw a pinch of H over her
left shoulder whonover that necessity by
accident la split al the table where sho may
ho seated To tall to do this would meau
n eiuarrel with somo friend in tho near fu
tuie-

lo fall while going upstairs is a sign ot
good fortuno In the cjes of Fanny Daven-
port

¬

while 15 11 Sotbern believes that tor
one to stumble or fall while going dowu
stairs presage a disaster

Ilerlha Crelghton Is said to bo a firm be-

liever
¬

in dreams aud sho will not sign a
contract with black Ink

Cutting cards Is said to bo a weakness
with Francis Wilson ln referring to thla
superstition Itolaud Heid said teiat Mr
Wilson would alwaja consult the cards nt
the opening ot each season to ascertain It-

It were to bo ono ot mlsfortuno or pros
peril V M Glenn

SOLTMKX DIALUCT KKITUUS-

It Is to be regretted that the dialect craie
has fastened Itself Upon to many Southern
wrlteia

The other day 1 wns talking with an old
gentlemen who had a good deal to say about
his son a promising youth who haa nearly
finished lii course at college

I havo riven him the best iducatlonal
advantages said the proud father bo-

tauae ho ha decided to make literature his
profeaslon

What doe he propoao lo write 1

asked
Dialect atorles was the answer He

will tnako a special study of the dialect ot
the trackers and the negroes

I turned the matter over In my mind a
moment and then ventured nn opinion

I am sorry to hear It I said Thcio Is
ton much dlaltct wilting and most of II is
sorry stuff People wiltt stories with
nothing of Intncst In llieiu slmplj beevuso
they want to spread a lot of dlulcit on pa-
per

¬

with their name slRiied to It wUlc-
rnwhllo there will bo a revolt on tho part
of the reading public and there will bo
elcinatil for good torlcs written in decent
English

My filend looked at mo In surprise
Whj he said Harris Pago and others

have bien viry successful
Very true 1 replied but they havo-

slorle to tell and tho dialect Is only a
necessary Incident and not the chief thing
If your boy Is to devote hla life lo dialect
writing why should ho wasto so much
time and mono In learning Greek nnd
Latin What use will ho have for rhotorlo
and other branches ot a finished educa ¬

tion T

Illess my soul Juat hear hlml ex-
claimed

¬

tho old man

If a literary education I continued I

designed to fit our young people tor dialect
writing every college should employ ne-
groes

¬

and crackers to fill dialect chairs
Throw belles lottres and the higher
branche to the doga and make every lit
ernry nsplrnnt study the language of the
slums the plantations aud thn uountnlns

What would jou suggtwtT tsked my
companion My boy waul to write stiulca-
of Southern life

All Ukbt I answered let him do It
The South has a ronmutlo history end alio
bus had generations of people who weru-
ravalltrs Hugueiiot mid nil that sort ot
thlug Tho adventures and exploits of her
chlwelrlo son mid beautiful eliuglitem ln
lovo and war afford plenty nf material for
slorle ond novels In fact it would bo
Imposalblo lo wrllo many Southern novels
without molt than a pagoof dltloct In n rh
What sense Is the re In turning out tons ot
dialect dash eveiy jear If It la not
stopped thn oulsldo world will come to tho
conclusion that all Ihe people south of thei
Potomac b eivk a queer Jarnona hoit ot
plilrln English

I brllevo that you are more than halfright said the old gentleman and I will
talk to my sou about It tint he seems de ¬

termined to bo a dialect wilier or nothing
Till I only ono Instance In lho lasttwenty joar I have seen a long procession

of blight young men and women wreck
their literary bulks upon this hideous illled rock

The dialect wo see In print 1 rarely ever
a correct reproduction of tho talk of the
negroes ud cracker and when It Is It
can not bo road by anybody except un ex-

tort
¬

Jo1 Chandler Harris has found It-
neeewsary to modify his elialeet to make It-

readablo Ho found that when ho took
pains to transfer the genuine article lei
paprr lie Northern and English readers
who aro his beat ciistomors could not
read It-

I know a scholarly Virginian who has
had nogror about him all his lire and yet
bo is unable to reeed and understand their
dialect when ho sees It In print

lint the worst dlalect la that which I

written by outaldeia and credllo1 to Ihe
poor white and black of the South liar
I let llencher Slows was ono ot the worst
offenelora tn till rt pe t Her novel tin
elo Toms Cabin mado a hit nil over tho-
wmId because It Is a great lory with
Plenty of human nature in It The ridicu-
lous

¬

dialect passa unnotlceel or Is speodtly
forgotten because the ttadera aro so lu
leiiely Intrrealrd In Uncle Tom Llttlo Eva
legree and thee other

And it Is Just tho Illino with many other
books The story Is tho thing the dialect
plays a very linlmporynt part and It la
not worth tho trouble II lake

I wonder how our young peopln are going
to learn to write elrgnnt or even respecta-
ble English when every other book placed
111 their hands eontalna a Jumble nf almost
unlntnlllglblo stuff which I auppaaeil tn be-
a verbatim report of tlie 4i1ghly Interesting
conversation of a few moonshiner and
black field hands

The greatest service our critic and news-
paper could render to American literature
would be to hit the dialect craie In all ot
Its form If the ovlt Is not checked It
will corrupt our language apd our books
and newspaper will boeomn inero reser-
voir

¬

and sewnrs filled with something
worse than the slang of the etreei

Surely Southern literature can find some-
thing

¬

better to deal with than tho talk ot
the moat illiterate of both races

Wallace Putnam need
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ANTIQUITY OF THE OPERA

i
It Was Ilrst tendered In Plofjfie-

in 1594 In a Nobles Houscf

MUSIC THAT SOUNDS THRO THE SGiS

It Cimpnrntlvee Devrleprueot In der-
ilium Ituly UukIhiuI tsuel lrunoe-

lho StraitElr of Miiudcl

Opera 1 preaumably a oldiaa thdrama-
ln tho oldest plays ot which we know ther
was music ot one form or another In the
Ida ot Aeschylus aud Sophoclc the cho-

rused
¬

were sung und tho recitatives mual-
cjlly declaimed sa the Philadelphia
llniM Tho lyro and the fruit were greatly
favored and their executant highly hon-

ored
¬

Their pay was enonnous Xenophone-
roeord fluto player living ln a magnlllcent
manner and Atheuaeua tells ot one who re-

ceived
¬

a salary equal to WU for a alnglo
performance at tho theater Although ac-

cording
¬

to historians chorusc hymn and
other muslo wore nequently Interapsriud
through tragedies comedlea and paatoral
prior tu tho opening of tho seventeenth ecu
tury It 1 uol until about that tlmo that
the first IndlcMtlon ot modern opera mad
their npicniaiico Previously men had been
concerned inoro with tho church atjle o-

ealled but after tho dtvith of Paiestrlna-
theio waa n reaction lho poljphonlo stylo-
ot which he was a groat exponent was en-
tliely tinsuUcd to tho oiera being too
formal prcctre and staluesqun to eupreu
dramatic feeling Tho nionudlo school be-
gan

¬

to dominate music nnd being based on-
frco melody and allowing a It did great
liberty In tho way of dramatic expression
was admirably suited to the gtage lu Italy
the reformation which wrought mighty
changes In muslo ns well ns religion In
other pans of Kurope wa not so strongly
felt and during thn 100 ear following
Palestrinas death that la during the
sevouteenlh century Italian composer
turned their attention almost exclusively
to opera

0LDT1M1 WAY
The tory of the Introduction of opera

In Florence In the laat part of the six-

teenth
¬

century I exceedingly Interesting
It grew out ot tho enthualeiam of a number
of amateur ln the city em lho JUno who
dealred to revive the old Greek tragedy or-

at least to riproduce opera on the old
model Foremost among them was Pert
Tn him wo owe lho first opera produced la
Italy

It wa performed In Florence In 16H4 The
first opera performed In Home wa pro-
duced

¬

In ICOft It would bo vcry curlou-
rotild devote lievtr part ot these early
Italian opera performed a they wore at
thai time Imagine a small Improvised
stage In the house ot some noble In Flor-
euivj a stage dnslJtulo ot any of the ac-
cessories

¬

of tho present day the company
friends of the composer the play based on
some nt tho old slorle u curiint at that
tliiir and an orchestra emulating ot a-

harpshhord plajed behind tho icenna one
viola da gama which waa a sort ot large
violin ono largo lyit one large lute and
thieo flute

Thn greet dlfferonco between Italian and
German muslo began about tho beginning
of thn envtnttnnth century Italian muale-
un we kntiw it glow out of the monudlo
style German composero wero not affected
by tho moiiodlo craze which awopt over
Italy owing perhaps to tho conservatism
nnd grealer idoltdlty of the race aud to tho-
Inlltitnce nf the reformation Then too Uer-
n any waa uot so much the lnnd of the
singer a Ituly Waa and the predoeiwr ot-
II In dn Mntart and Iteethovcu naturally
turned to Instrumental form Hitch wa
Die great master who developed what may
bo teimed an Instrumental polypbonla style
Handel who went to Italy fell under th
spell of Italian opera After his return In
170 he established himself lu London
whern hn found Italian opera In full sway
He entered the list at on re bringing out

Itlnldo s hli flrsl venture an opera
whlth hn wrntje ln fourteen daja Home
curious Incldenln ntteudeel Ilnndele struij-
gle for supremacy In Irfmdon and his rival-
ry with llonoelnl which gave rlto to the
well known epigram

Pome eay that compared to flonoelnt
That Mynheer Handel but ninny
Other aver that he to Handel
I scarcely fit to hold candle
Ptraneg all this difference ahnuld be-

Twlxt twcedledum and twevullode-

TIIR FIH5NCH PlONKnit-
In France chief among the opera pioneer

Is lulll who waa born In 1M3 near Flor-

ence
¬

Hlii llfei waa spent at th French
court He Introduced the ballet mid molded
the form of tho overture In Hnglnnd opera
wa thn outgrowth ot the oil masque In-

muny ot tho old play muslu was introduced
us It waa later In Shakespeare No name
iihlnea prominently however until we come
to Purcell who wo born In 1C 8

Handel spent the beat part of hi life la-

Frgland Gluck belongs to Oornuny In
early life he wrpte In Ihe Italian atylo but
with the true German Instinct lis reallod
that the absurdities of that style were re-
tarding

¬

the advance of opera especially lha
overloading of the melody with embellish-
ment

¬

to pleaao the singer and th public
Ho deleirmlned lu reform the opera by mak-
ing

¬

It dramatically musical Instead ot pure-
ly

¬

lyric Alccate waa the flrat frulU ot-

hla effort
Oil tr works followed unlll ln HIT ha

produced ArmlJe which plunged tho-

Glucktat Into a florce war with the Plccln-
1st thn adherents of the old Italian school
When Glutk produced his groat work I-

Phlgenlo en Talirlde In 1715 however the
enemies owned themsclvc vanquished

Fatal JvevoBnilion

Mr Editor I lent you my laat novel about It taontb io but u ttttUa ttsa-
I nevent heard

I dent remember having received maauierlpt from you I

Why ill Editor you an alttia oa UIruWHte BU<UJ

itk
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